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FAILING FORWARD 
 

Like most people I have failed more times than I 

care to remember. I’ve missed shots playing 

baseball, I’ve lost games as a coach, I’ve failed to 

get jobs that I have applied for and really wanted, 

I’ve lost the big opportunity at work, I’ve had to 

backtrack on decisions I have made, I lost my race 

for student government in college, I was fired once, 

I’ve had a few girls break my heart, I’ve made 

mistakes as a parent, a husband, and boss and the list 

goes on and on and on. 

 

Yet, when I look back I realize that every failure has 

moved me forward. Every failure taught me a lesson 

and made me stronger, wiser and better. I failed 

many times but I failed forward (I first heard this term from John Maxwell). Having to backtrack on decisions 

that I have made has taught me to be more thoughtful and reflective, less impulsive and more inclusive in my 

decision making process. The mistakes I have made as a parent and husband have hopefully made me a better 

dad and better man.   

 

Sometimes we have to fail to move forward. 

 

I know some of you might be saying, “Well that’s you Jesse. You’re just lucky. It doesn’t work that way in my 

life. You have no idea what failure has done to me.” I would respectively disagree with these comments. 

 

I believe there are two kinds of people in this world. Those who fail and those who fail forward. We all fail but 

what we do with our failures is our choice. At any moment we can stop being someone who fails and become 

someone who fails forward. 

 

As the great, wise American scholar, Rocky Balboa once said “It’s 

not how hard you hit, it’s how hard you can get hit and keep moving 

forward.” If that statement doesn’t sum up the life, we all face I 

don’t know what does. 

 

Through each challenge and failure, we must stay hopeful and know 

that failure always leads to a better future if we have an attitude of 
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faith, are open to the possibilities and trust that new and exciting 

opportunities are coming our way. We have to look at failure not as a 

dead end but rather as a detour to a better outcome than we could have 

ever imagined.  If you are experiencing a failure right now at work or 

home, please know you are not alone. If you haven’t failed, you haven’t 

lived. It’s time to ask what you can learn from your failure. What is it 

teaching you about yourself and your team? Realize it’s all a test. Then 

it’s time to fail forward, let the bags off the bus, step on the gas pedal, 

and travel light. Your destiny is waiting for you! 

 

How will you fail forward? Stay Positive!  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Events of the Week: 

 

Monday, Ocober 30th  
 Break Day (Cougar Coach Session #2) You will 

have your students reflect on their KPREP scores 

from last week and set goals for this year.  This 

work will take place in their agendas. 

 SMS Admin Team Meeting (7th Period) 

 

Tuesday, November 1st 
 Flu shots will be available in the Conference 

Room beginning at 7:00 AM.  Remember to 

bring your insurance card.  If you are going to 

get one it MUST be before school starts 

 

Wednesday, November 2nd  
 Faculty Meeting 3:40 – 4:40 in the Library. 

 Case Blair from American Fidelity will be here.  

Make sure you see him to sign off on your 

cafeteria plan 

 

Thursday, November 3rd 
 PLC Day – 7th grade and Health/PE data sharing 

 

Friday, November 4th 
 Break Schedule 

Reminders: 

 

 Accreditation 

evidence is due on 

November 4th 

 

 This week is Student 

Voice Week!!! Mrs. 

Wilson emailed out a 

schedule.  Be sure 

you take your 

assigned class at your 

assigned time. 

 

 Teams, please let 

Unified Arts Teachers 

know when you are 

conducting your team 

meetings so that they 

may make 

arrangements to 

attend.   

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
 

“It is impossible to live 

without failing at 

something, unless you live 

so cautiously that you 

might as well not have 

lived at all, in which case 

you have failed by 

default.” 
 

-J.K. Rowling 
 

 Our custodians do a FANTASTIC job keeping our buildling clean and neat.  In order to 

help them clean your rooms effectivelly at night, please make sure to decluter your 

classrooms as much as possible.  I know storage can be an issue, but please be 

mindfull of that when you make decisions about what to keep and what to disguard 


